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Foreword

This soil survey contains information that can be used in land-planning programs
in the Haines Area, Alaska. It contains predictions of soil behavior for selected land
uses. The survey also highlights limitations and hazards inherent in the sail,
improvements needed to overcome the limitations, and the impact of selected land
uses on the environment.

This soil survey is designed for many different users. Foresters can use it to
evaluate the potential of the soil and the management needed for maximum timber
production. Planners, community officials, engineers, and others can use the survey
to plan land use, select sites for construction, and identify special practices needed to
ensure proper performance. Conservationists, teachers, students, and specialists in
recreation and wildlife management can use the survey to help them understand,
protect, and enhance the environment.

Many soil properties that affect land use are described in this soil survey. Broad
areas of soils are shown on the general soil map. The location of each soil is shown
on the detailed soil maps. Each soil in the survey area is described. Information on
specific uses is given for each soil. Help in using this publication and additional
information are available at the local office of the Natural Resources Conservation
Service or the Alaska Cooperative Extension.

Gy o

Charles W. Bell
State Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
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Soil Survey of

Haines Area, Alaska

By Joseph W. McCloskey, Natural Resources Conservation Service

Fieldwork by Russell A. Almaraz, Floyd V. Brent Jr., Marvin E. Haagen, Darrell
Kautz, Byron E. Koepke, Joseph W. McCloskey, Alan Peer, Morris F. Wilhelm, and
Fred Young, Natural Resources Conservation Service

Forestry fieldwork by Branislav Lalich, Natural Resources Conservation Service

United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service,
in cooperation with the University of Alaska Fairbanks Agricultural and Forestry
Experiment Station, and the State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources

General Nature of the Survey Area

The Haines Area is located in the northern section
of southeast Alaska, approximately 75 miles northwest
of Juneau and 600 miles southeast of Anchorage, and
has an area of about 334,525 acres, or 522 square
miles.

The survey area is a mountainous region
characterized by abundant glacier-related erosional
and depositional features. It is irregular in shape,
extending along the river valleys and adjacent
mountainsides where human use is concentrated.
Elevations range from sea level to over 5000 feet.

Soil scientists have identified approximately 21
different kinds of soil in the area. These soils have a
wide range in texture, natural drainage, and other
characteristics. The well drained soils on
mountainsides and moraines support extensive stands
of Sitka spruce and western hemlock; the poorly
drained and somewhat poorly drained soils along
floodplains generally support stands of black
cottonwood; and the very poorly drained soils support
mosses, sedges, and low growing shrubs.

This survey was made by field soil scientists and
botanists. Quality control of the classification and
mapping activities was provided by staffs of soil
scientists from the state office and national technical
center of the Natural Resources Conservation Service
and by soil scientists of cooperating agencies. The
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National Cooperative Soil Survey has a system of

correlation that ensures national uniformity and
interpretative value. Soil correlation is a process that
starts at the initiation of a soil survey and continues
throughout the survey. Even after the survey is
published, the correlation of the soils is reviewed at
regular intervals and, where necessary, updated to be
consistent with the latest information available.

The information in this publication was current at
the time the manuscript was written in October 1984.
Tables 1 through 12 were computer-generated from
stored data maintained by the National Cooperative
Soil Survey. The interpretative data in these tables
were field tested during the soil survey and the tables
have been modified as needed to incorporate the
necessary changes that resulted from testing.

This published soil survey contains only part of the
available soil information for the Haines Area. More
detailed information can be obtained at the local office
of the Natural Resources Conservation Service or the
Alaska Cooperative Extension. The Agricultural and
Forestry Experiment Station, University Libraries, and
other State agencies may also have information.

“Soil Survey of the Haines Area” (Schoephorster
and Dixon 1976), covers a part of the present survey.
The present survey, however, updates the earlier
survey and provides additional information and larger
maps that show the soils in greater detail.



Climate

The climate of the survey area is predominantly
maritime in character, with moderate temperatures and
high precipitation occurring throughout the year.
However, the climate of the survey area is drier than
most of Southeast Alaska, with precipitation varying
considerably over short distances due to rugged
terrain and increasing distance from the exposed
coastline.

Table 1 gives data on temperature and precipitation
for the survey area as recorded at Haines, Alaska.
Table 2 shows probable dates of the first freeze in fall
and the last freeze in spring. Table 3 provides data on
length of the growing season. Mean annual
precipitation is about 50 inches (127 cm). The frost-
free period in the vicinity of Haines averages 164 days,
extending from early May to early October. This
period varies greatly from year to year, and is
estimated to be considerably less at other locations
within the survey area.

Growing degree days are estimated to exceed
1500 in most years. A growing degree is equivalent to
a “heat unit” available for plant growth. During the
frost-free period, growing degree days accumulate by
the amount that the average temperature each day
exceeds the base temperature of 40 °F'. Limited
climatic data of the Haines area makes it impossible to
calculate the number of growing degree days of
specific locations within the survey area.

An average of 123 inches (312 cm) of snow per
season falls at Haines. Seasonal accumulations on
the order of 300 inches (762 cm) are estimated at
higher elevations. The prevailing winds are from the
south and southeast during the summer, and from the
west and northwest during the winter. However, wind
velocities and direction vary considerably throughout
the survey area due to the varying distance from the
exposed coast, funneling effects of large ice fields and
glaciers, and rugged terrain.

How This Survey Was Made

This survey provides information about the soils
and miscellaneous areas in the survey area, including
a description of the soils and miscellaneous areas and
their location, and a discussion of their suitability,
limitations, and management for specified uses. Soil
scientists observed the steepness, length, and shape

140 °F is the base temperature used for principal
crops grown in Alaska. A base temperature of 50 °F is
used in the conterminous U.S., so direct comparison of
growing degree days is not valid.

2

of the slopes; the general pattern of drainage; the
kinds of native plants; and the kinds of bedrock. They
dug many holes to study the soil profile (the sequence
of natural layers, or horizons, in a soil). The profile
extends from the surface down into the material in
which the soil formed. The material is devoid of roots
and other living organisms and has not been changed
by other biological activity.

The soils and miscellaneous areas in the survey
area are in an orderly pattern that is related to the
geology, landforms, climate, and natural vegetation of
the area. Each kind of soil and miscellaneous area is
associated with a particular kind or segment of the
landscape. By observing the soils and miscellaneous
areas in the survey area and relating their position to
specific segments of the landscape, soil scientists
develop a concept, or model, of how the soils were
formed. Thus, during mapping, this model enables the
soil scientists to predict with considerable accuracy the
kind of soil or miscellaneous area at a specific location
on the landscape.

Individual soils on the landscape commonly merge
into one another as their characteristics gradually
change. To construct an accurate map, however, soil
scientists must determine the boundaries between the
soils. They can observe only a limited number of sall
profiles. Nevertheless, these observations,
supplemented by an understanding of the soil-
vegetation-landscape relationship, are sufficient to
verify predictions of the kinds of soil in an area and to
determine the boundaries.

Soil scientists recorded the characteristics of the
soil profiles that they studied. They noted color,
texture, size, and shape of soil aggregates; kind and
amount of rock fragments; distribution of plant roots;
soil reaction; and other features that enabled them to
identify soils. After describing the soils in the survey
area and determining their properties, the soil
scientists assigned the soils to taxonomic classes
(units). Taxonomic classes are concepts. Each
taxonomic class has a set of soil characteristics with
precisely defined limits. The classes are used as a
basis for comparison to classify soils systematically.
Soil taxonomy, the system of taxonomic classification
used in the United States, is based mainly on the kind
and character of soil properties and the arrangement
of horizons within the profile. After the soil scientists
classified and named the soils in the survey area, they
compared the individual soils with similar soils in the
same taxonomic class in other areas. This allowed the
scientists to confirm data and assemble additional data
based on experience and research.

While a soil survey is in progress, samples of some
of the soils in the area generally are collected for
laboratory analyses and engineering tests. Soil
scientists interpret the data from these analyses and
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tests, as well as the field-observed characteristics and
the soil properties, to determine the expected behavior
of the soils under different uses. Interpretations for all
of the soils are field tested by observing the soils in
different uses and under different levels of
management. Some interpretations are modified to fit
local conditions, and some new interpretations are
developed to meet local needs. In addition, data are
assembled from other sources such as research
information, production records, and field experience
of specialists.

Predictions about soil behavior are based not only
on soil properties but also on such variables as climate
and biological activity. Soil conditions are predictable
over long periods of time, but they are not predictable
from year to year. For example, soil scientists can
predict with fairly high accuracy that a given soil will
have a high water table within certain depths in most
years. They cannot predict that a high water table will
always be at a specific level in the soil on a specific
date.

After soil scientists located and identified the
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significant natural bodies of soil in the survey area,
they drew the boundaries of these bodies on aerial
photographs and identified each as a specific map
unit. Aerial photographs show trees, fields, roads, and
rivers, which help in locating boundaries.

Because much of the area was inaccessible,
helicopters were used to transport field personnel to
and from, and within, the survey area. Sall
observations, whether it be a pedon observation,
traverse, or line transect, were planned to coincide
with suitable landing sites. Muskegs, lake shores,
gravel bars, and ridges usually afforded helicopter
access. Since availability of suitable landing sites
controlled access, the intensity of ground truth data
versus air-photo interpretation varies widely over the
survey area.

The descriptions, names, and delineations of the
soils in this survey area do not fully agree with those of
the soils in adjacent survey areas. Differences result
from a better knowledge of soils, modified series
concepts, or variations in the intensity of mapping or in
the extent of the soils in the survey areas.
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General Soil Map Units

The general soil map shows broad areas that have
a distinctive pattern of soils, relief, and drainage. Each
map unit on the general soil map is a unique natural
landscape. Typically, it consists of one or more major
soils or miscellaneous areas and some minor soils or
miscellaneous areas. It is named for the major soils or
miscellaneous areas. The soils or miscellaneous
areas making up one unit can occur in another but in a
different pattern.

The general soil map can be used to compare the
suitability of large areas for general land uses. Areas
of suitable soils or miscellaneous areas can be
identified on the map. Likewise, areas that are not
suitable can be identified.

Because of its small scale, the map is not suitable
for planning the management of a farm or field or for
selecting a site for a road, building or other structure.
The soils in any one map unit differ from place to place
in slope, depth, drainage, and other characteristics
that affect management.

The general map units in this survey have been
grouped for broad interpretive purposes. Each of the
map units is described on the following pages.

Map Unit Descriptions

1—Tolstoi-Foad-Rock Outcrop

Shallow and moderately deep, well drained soils
formed in residuum and colluvium derived dominantly
from metamorphic rocks; and rock outcrop

This map unit occurs on mountainsides. Slopes
range from 5 to 100 percent. Drainageways are
deeply dissected. The vegetation is mainly Sitka
spruce and western hemlock. Elevation ranges from
sea level to 3000 feet (914 m). Average annual
precipitation ranges from 21 to 120 inches (53 to 305
cm).

This map unit makes up about 20 percent of the
survey area. Tolstoi soils make up about 35 percent of
the map unit, Foad soils 25 percent, and Rock
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outcrop 25 percent. The remaining 15 percent are
soils of minor extent.

The sloping to extremely steep Tolstoi soils are
shallow and well drained. The surface is covered with
a mat of partially decomposed organic material. The
mineral surface layer is silt loam. The upper part of
the subsaoil is gravelly silt loam, and the lower part is
very gravelly silt loam and very cobbly silt loam. Schist
bedrock is at a depth of about 19 inches (48 cm).

The sloping to extremely steep Foad soils are
moderately deep and well drained. The surface is
covered with a mat of partially decomposed organic
matter. The mineral surface layer is silt loam. The
upper part of the subsoil is fine sandy loam, and the
lower part is gravelly fine sandy loam. The substratum
is very gravelly fine sandy loam. Schist bedrock is at a
depth of about 23 inches (58 cm).

Rock outcrop consists of areas of exposed
metamorphic rock and granite.

Minor components in this unit are the well drained
Kupreanof soils on mountainsides, the somewhat
excessively drained Nataga soils on alluvial fans and
toe slopes, poorly drained soils in depressions, and
avalanche chutes.

The soils in this unit are mainly used for forestry,
wildlife habitat, and recreation.

The main limitations for forestry are slope, depth to
bedrock, and rock outcroppings.

2—Kupreanof-Foad

Very deep and moderately deep, well drained soils
formed in residuum and colluvium derived dominantly
from metamorphic rocks, or in glacial till

This map unit occurs on mountainsides and
moraines. Slopes range from 5 to 100 percent. The
vegetation is mainly Sitka spruce and western
hemlock. Elevation ranges from sea level to 3000 feet
(914 m). Average annual precipitation ranges from 21
to 120 inches (53 to 305 cm).

This map unit makes up about 12 percent of the
survey area. Kupreanof soils make up about 50



percent of the map unit and Foad soils about 35
percent. The remaining 15 percent are soils of minor
extent.

The sloping to extremely steep Kupreanof soils are
very deep and well drained. The surface is covered
with a mat of partially decomposed organic matter.
The mineral surface layer is silt loam. The upper part
of the subsoil is gravelly sandy loam and very gravelly
coarse sandy loam. The substratum is very cobbly
sandy loam to a depth of 60 inches (152 cm) or more.

The sloping to extremely steep Foad soils are
moderately deep and well drained. The surface is
covered with a mat of partially decomposed organic
matter. The mineral surface layer is silt loam. The
upper part of the subsoil is fine sandy loam, and the
lower part is gravelly fine sandy loam. The substratum
is very gravelly fine sandy loam. Schist bedrock is at a
depth of about 23 inches (58 cm).

Minor components in this unit are the well drained
Lutak soils on terraces, Nataga soils on alluvial fans
and toe slopes, Tolstoi soils on mountainsides, and
poorly drained soils in depressions. Other minor
components are avalanche chutes and rock
outcroppings.

The soils in this unit are mainly used for forestry,
wildlife habitat, and recreation.

The main limitations for forestry are slope and
depth to bedrock.

3—Cryorthents-Lithic Cryofolists-Rock
Outcrop

Very shallow to very deep, moderately well drained
and well drained soils formed in residuum and
colluvium derived dominantly from metamorphic rocks,
or in organic deposits derived from sphagnum moss;
and rock outcrop

This map unit occurs on mountainsides. Slopes
range from 20 to 180 percent. The vegetation is highly
variable depending on physiographic conditions, but
includes Sitka spruce, western hemlock, lodgepole
pine, and paper birch. Elevation ranges from sea level
to 4000 feet (1219 m). Average annual precipitation
ranges from 21 to 120 inches (53 to 305 cm).

This map unit makes up about 14 percent of the
survey area. Composition is highly variable depending
upon the location within the survey area.

The steep to extremely steep Cryorthents range
from very shallow to very deep and are moderately
well drained and well drained. The surface is covered
with a mat of partially decomposed organic matter.
The mineral surface layer is gravelly silt loam. The
underlying material is gravelly coarse sandy loam.

Metamorphic rock is at a depth of about 12 inches (30
cm). The soil properties vary widely over short
distances.

The steep to extremely steep Lithic Cryofolists are
very shallow and shallow, and well drained. This soll
consists of fibric and hemic organic material. Bedrock
is at a depth of about 10 inches (25 cm).

Rock outcrop consists of areas of exposed
metamorphic rock and granite.

Minor components in this unit are the well drained
Foad, Kupreanof, and Tolstoi soils on mountainsides.
Other minor components include poorly drained soils
in depressions.

The soils in this unit are mainly used for wildlife
habitat and recreation.

4—Glaciers-Rock Outcrop-Ferebee

Glaciers, rock outcrop, and very shallow and shallow,
well drained soils formed in residuum and colluvium
derived dominantly from metamorphic rocks

This map unit occurs on upper mountainsides and
mountaintops. Slopes range from 5 to 180 percent.
The vegetation consists of lichens and moss.
Elevation ranges from 2800 to more than 4500 feet
(853 to more than 1372 m). Average annual
precipitation ranges from 120 to more than 300 inches
(305 to more than 762 cm).

This map unit makes up about 34 percent of the
survey area. Glaciers and rock outcrop make up
about 55 percent of the map unit and Ferebee soils
about 30 percent. The remaining 15 percent are soils
of minor extent.

Glaciers are large masses of ice that formed from
the continuous accumulation, compaction, and
recrystallization of snow. The glaciers move from the
upper mountainslopes down through the upper
mountain valleys.

Rock outcrop consists of areas of exposed
metamorphic rock and granite.

The sloping to very steep Ferebee soils are very
shallow and shallow, and well drained. The surface is
covered with a mat of partially decomposed organic
matter. The mineral surface layer is gravelly silt loam.
The subsurface layer is very cobbly silt loam. The
subsoil is extremely cobbly silt loam. Metamorphic
rock is at a depth of about 12 inches (30 cm).

Minor components in this unit are the well drained
Foad, Kupreanof, and Tolstoi soils on mountainsides.
Other minor components include poorly drained soils
in depressions.

The soils in this unit are mainly used for wildlife
habitat.
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5—Nataga-Lutak

Very deep, somewhat excessively drained and well
drained soils formed in very cobbly alluvium and
colluvium, or in eolian material overlying glaciofluvial
deposits

This map unit is on alluvial fans, outwash plains,
toe slopes, and stream terraces. Slopes range from 0O
to 40 percent. The vegetation is mainly Sitka spruce,
western hemlock, and black cottonwood. Elevation
ranges from sea level to 1700 feet (518 m). Average
annual precipitation ranges from 21 to 65 inches (53 to
165 cm).

This map unit makes up about 5 percent of the
survey area. Nataga soils make up about 55 percent
of the map unit and Lutak soils about 30 percent. The
remaining 15 percent are soils of minor extent.

The sloping to steep Nataga soils are very deep
and somewhat excessively drained. The surface is
covered with a mat of partially decomposed organic
matter. The mineral surface layer is gravelly sandy
loam. The underlying material is very cobbly loamy
sand and extremely cobbly loamy sand to a depth of
60 inches (152 cm) or more.

The sloping to steep Lutak soils are very deep and
well drained. The surface is covered with a mat of
partially decomposed organic matter. The mineral
surface layer is silt loam. The subsoil is sandy loam
and loamy sand. The substratum is very gravelly
loamy sand to a depth of 60 inches (152 cm) or more.

Minor components in this unit are the well drained
Kupreanof soils on mountainslopes, poorly drained
soils in depressions, ponded areas, and riverwash.

The soils in this unit are mainly used for forestry,
wildlife habitat, and recreation.

The main limitation for forestry is slope.

6—Krubate-Typic Haplocryods-Histic
Cryaquepts

Very deep to moderately deep, well drained, poorly
drained and very poorly drained soils formed in
glaciofluvial deposits and colluvium

This map unit occurs on outwash plains. Slopes
range from O to 70 percent. The vegetation is mainly
Sitka spruce and western hemlock. Elevation ranges
from sea level to 800 feet (244 m). Average annual
precipitation ranges from 55 to 65 inches (140 to 165
cm).

This map unit makes up about 3 percent of the
survey area. Krubate soils make up about 35 percent
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of the map unit, Typic Haplocryods about 30 percent,
and Histic Cryaquepts about 20 percent. The
remaining 15 percent are soils of minor extent.

The sloping to very steep Krubate soils are very
deep and well drained. The surface is covered with
stones and a mat of partially decomposed organic
matter. The mineral surface layer is gravelly sandy
loam. The upper part of the subsoil is very gravelly
coarse sandy loam and the lower part is very gravelly
loamy coarse sand. The substratum is very gravelly
loamy coarse sand to a depth of 60 inches (152 cm) or
more.

The sloping to steep Typic Haplocryods are very
deep and well drained. The surface is covered with a
mat of partially decomposed organic matter. The
mineral surface is silt loam. The subsoil and
substratum are silt loam to a depth of 60 inches (152
cm) or more. Soil properties vary widely over short
distances.

The sloping to steep Histic Cryaquepts are
moderately deep to very deep and very poorly drained
and poorly drained. The surface is covered with a
thick mat of partially decomposed organic matter. The
mineral surface is mucky silt loam. The subsoil is
gravelly silt loam to a depth of 60 inches (152 cm) or
more. Soil properties vary widely over short distances.

Minor components in this unit are the well drained
Foad, Kupreanof, and Tolstoi soils on mountainsides.

The soils in this unit are mainly used for forestry,
wildlife habitat, and recreation.

The main limitations for forestry are stones on the
surface, slope, and depth to water table.

7—Hollow-Skagway-Funter

Very deep, somewhat poorly drained and very poorly
drained soils formed in alluvium, and in fibrous organic
material underlain by loamy sediments

This map unit occurs on floodplains. Slopes range
from O to 5 percent. The vegetation is mainly black
cottonwood and sphagnum moss. Elevation ranges
from sea level to 1000 feet (305 m). Average annual
precipitation ranges from 21 to 65 inches (53 to 165
cm). These soils are subject to frequent flooding.

This map unit makes up about 7 percent of the
survey area. Hollow soils make up about 35 percent
of the map unit, Skagway soils about 30 percent, and
Funter soils about 20 percent. The remaining 15
percent are soils of minor extent.

The nearly level Hollow soils are very deep and
somewhat poorly drained. The surface is covered with
a mat of partially decomposed organic matter. The
mineral surface layer is gravelly sandy loam. The
underlying material is very gravelly sand and extremely

7



gravelly sand stratified with thin layers of silt to a depth
of 60 inches (152 cm) or more.

The nearly level Skagway soils are very deep and
somewhat poorly drained. The surface is covered with
a mat of partially decomposed organic matter. The
mineral surface layer is fine sandy loam. The
underlying material is loamy fine sand to a depth of 60
inches (152 cm) or more.

The nearly level Funter soils are very deep and
very poorly drained. Funter soils occur in muskegs.
The surface layer is sphagnum moss to a depth of
about 42 inches (107 cm). The underlying material is
silt to a depth of 60 inches (152 cm) or more.

Minor components in this map unit are the well
drained Lutak soils on stream terraces, the somewhat
poorly drained Tsirku soils on floodplains, and ponded
areas.

The soils in this unit are mainly used for forestry,
wildlife habitat, and recreation.

The main limitations for forestry are flooding and
depth to water table.

8—Chilkoot

Very deep, very poorly drained and poorly drained
soils formed in alluvium

This map unit occurs on floodplains. Slopes range
from O to 5 percent. The vegetation is mainly black
cottonwood and Sitka spruce. Elevation ranges from
sea level to 800 feet (244 cm). Average annual
precipitation ranges from 55 to 65 inches (140 to 165
cm). These soils are subject to frequent flooding.

This map unit makes up about 2 percent of the
survey area. Chilkoot soils make up about 85 percent
of the map unit. The remaining 15 percent are soils of
minor extent.

The nearly level Chilkoot soils are very deep and
poorly drained to very poorly drained. The surface is
covered with a mat of partially decomposed organic
matter. The mineral surface layer is silt. The
underlying material is loamy fine sand to a depth of 60
inches (152 cm) or more. Depth to water table
fluctuates between 0 and 20 inches (0 to 51 cm). In
some profiles the water table has dropped below 20
inches (51 cm) due to altered drainage resulting from
stream incisement.

Minor components in this unit are the very poorly
drained Funter soils in muskegs, the well drained
Lutak soils on stream terraces, and the somewhat

excessively drained Nataga soils on toe slopes.
The soils in this unit are mainly used for forestry,
wildlife habitat, and recreation.
The main limitations for forestry are flooding and
depth to water table.

9—Ashmun-Funter-Hollow

Very deep, very poorly drained and somewhat poorly
drained soils formed in alluvium, and in fibrous organic
material underlain by loamy sediments

This map unit occurs on floodplains. Slopes range
from O to 5 percent. The vegetation is mainly black
cottonwood.

Elevation ranges from sea level to 1000 feet (305
m). Average annual precipitation ranges from 21 to 65
inches (53 to 165 cm). These soils are subject to
frequent flooding.

This map unit makes up about 3 percent of the
survey area. Ashmun soils make up about 35 percent
of the map unit, Funter soils about 25 percent, and
Hollow soils about 25 percent. The remaining 15
percent are soils of minor extent.

The nearly level Ashmun soils are very deep and
very poorly drained. The surface is covered with a mat
of partially decomposed organic matter. The mineral
surface layer is silt loam. The upper part of the
underlying material is loamy fine sand, and the lower
part is sandy to a depth of 60 inches (152 cm) or more.

The nearly level Funter soils are very deep and
very poorly drained. Funter soils occur in muskegs.
The surface layer is sphagnum moss to a depth of
about 42 inches (107 cm). The underlying material is
silt to a depth of 60 inches (152 cm) or more.

The nearly level Hollow soils are very deep and
somewhat poorly drained. The surface is covered with
a mat of partially decomposed organic matter. The
mineral surface layer is gravelly sandy loam. The
underlying material is very gravelly sand and extremely
gravelly sand stratified with thin lenses of silt to a
depth of 60 inches (152 cm) or more.

Minor components in this map unit are the well
drained Lutak soils on stream terraces, the somewhat
poorly drained Skagway and Tsirku soils on
floodplains, and ponded areas.

The soils in this unit are mainly used for forestry,
wildlife habitat, and recreation.

The main limitations for forestry are flooding and
depth to water table.

Soil Survey



Detailed Soil Map Units

The map units delineated on the detailed maps
enclosed with this survey represent the soils or
miscellaneous areas in the survey area. The map unit
descriptions in this section, along with the maps, can
be used to determine the suitability and potential of a
unit for specific uses. They also can be used to plan
the management needed for those uses. More
information about each map unit is given under "Use
and Management of the Soils" (page 75).

A map unit delineation on the detailed soil maps
represents an area on the landscape and consists of
one or more soils or miscellaneous areas. A map unit
is identified and named according to the taxonomic
classification of the dominant soils or miscellaneous
areas. Within a taxonomic class there are precisely
defined limits for the properties of the soils. On the
landscape, however, the soils and miscellaneous
areas are natural phenomena, and they have the
characteristic variability of all natural phenomena.
Thus, the range of some observed properties may
extend beyond the limits defined for a taxonomic class.
Areas of soils of a single taxonomic class rarely, if
ever, can be mapped without including areas of other
taxonomic classes. Consequently, every map unit is
made up of the soils or miscellaneous areas for which
it is named and some "included" areas that belong to
other taxonomic classes.

Most included soils have properties similar to those
of the dominant soil or soils in the map unit, and thus
they do not affect use and management. These are
called noncontrasting, or similar, inclusions. They may
or may not be mentioned in the map unit description.
Other included soils and miscellaneous areas,
however, have properties and behavioral
characteristics divergent enough to affect use or to
require different management. These are called
contrasting, or dissimilar, inclusions. They generally
are in small areas and could not be mapped
separately because of the scale used. The included
areas of contrasting soils or miscellaneous areas are
mentioned in the map unit descriptions. A few
included areas may not have been observed.
Consequently they are not mentioned in the
descriptions, especially where the pattern was so
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complex that it was impractical to make enough
observations to identify all the soils and
miscellaneous areas on the landscape.

The presence of included areas in a map unit in no
way diminishes the usefulness or accuracy of the data.
The objective of mapping is not to delineate pure
taxonomic classes but rather to separate the
landscape into segments that have similar use and
management requirements. The delineation of such
landscape segments on the map provides sufficient
information for developing resource plans, but if
intensive use of small areas is planned, on-site
investigation is needed to define and locate the soils
and miscellaneous areas.

An identifying symbol precedes the map unit name
in the map unit descriptions. Each description includes
general facts about the unit and gives the principal
hazards and limitations to be considered in planning
for specific uses.

Soils that have profiles that are almost alike make
up a soil series. Except for differences in texture of
the surface layer, all the soils of a series have major
horizons that are similar in composition, thickness, and
arrangement.

Soils of one series can differ in texture of the
surface layer or of the underlying layers. They also
can differ in slope, stoniness, degree of erosion, and
other characteristics that affect their use. On the basis
of such differences, a soil series is divided into soil
phases. Many of the areas shown on the detailed soil
maps are phases of soil series. The name of a soil
phase commonly indicates a feature that affects use or
management. For example, Chilkoot, moderately wet,
is a phase of the Chilkoot series.

Some map units are made up of two or more major
soils or miscellaneous areas. These map units are
complexes, associations, or undifferentiated groups.

A complex consists of two or more soils or
miscellaneous areas in such an intricate pattern or in
such small areas that they cannot be shown
separately on the maps. The pattern and proportion of
the soils or miscellaneous areas are somewhat similar
in all areas. Tolstoi-Foad complex, 5 to 20 percent
slopes, is an example.



An association is made up of two or more
geographically associated soils or miscellaneous areas
that are shown as one unit on the maps. Because of
present or anticipated uses of the map units in the
survey area, it was not considered practical or
necessary to map the soils or miscellaneous areas
separately. The pattern and relative proportion of the
soils or miscellaneous areas are somewhat similar.
Skagway-Funter association, 0 to 5 percent slopes, is
an example.

An undifferentiated group is made up of two or
more soils or miscellaneous areas that could be
mapped individually but are mapped as one unit
because similar interpretations can be made for use
and management. The pattern and proportion of the
soils or miscellaneous areas in a mapped area are not
uniform. An area can be made up of only one of the
major soils or miscellaneous areas, or it can be made
up of all of them. Hollow and Skagway soils, 0 to 5
percent slopes, is an undifferentiated group in this
survey area.

This survey includes miscellaneous areas. Such
areas have little or no soil material and support little or
no vegetation. Rubbleland is an example.

This survey was mapped at more than one level of
intensity. Soils having major forest types of
commercial importance were mapped in more detail.
Black cottonwood forests on floodplains and tundra
areas above timberline were mapped in less detalil.
Access to remote areas also determined the amount of
survey detail. However, all map units were designed
to meet the needs of the user.

Table 4 gives the acreage and proportionate extent
of each map unit. Other tables (see "Summary of
Tables,” page vi) give properties of the soils and the
limitations, capabilities, and potentials for many uses.
Scientific names of plants mentioned in the
descriptions are given in Table 13. The glossary
(page 111) defines many of the terms used in
describing the soils or miscellaneous areas.

Map Unit Descriptions

101—Ashmun-Funter association, 0 to 5
percent slopes

Composition
Ashmun and similar inclusions: 45 percent
Funter and similar inclusions: 40 percent
Contrasting inclusions: 15 percent

Characteristics of Ashmun Soil

Position on landscape: floodplains and outwash plains
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Slope range: 0 to 5 percent
Organic mat on surface: 2 inches (5 cm) thick
Native vegetation: black cottonwood

Typical profile:

*0 to 1 inch (0 to 3 cm)—very dark brown silt loam

*1 to 7 inches (3 to 18 cm)—very dark grayish brown
loamy fine sand

*7 1o 21 inches (18 to 53 cm)—very dark gray sand,
few fine prominent dark brown mottles

*21 to 60 inches (53 to 152 cm)—very dark gray sand

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: very poorly drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 1
inch (3 cm)—rapid

Available water capacity: moderate

Root-restricting features: water table

Runoff: slow

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to high water table: 0 to 18 inches (0 to 46 cm)

Hazard of flooding: frequent—April to September

Characteristics of Funter Soil

Position on landscape: floodplains
Microtopography: muskegs

Slope range: 0 to 5 percent

Slope features: concave

Native vegetation: sphagnum moss

Typical profile:

*0 to 12 inches (0 to 30 cm)—light olive brown
sphagnum peat

*12 to 24 inches (30 to 61 cm)—light yellowish brown
peat

*24 10 42 inches (61 to 107 cm)—dark brown peat

*42 10 60 inches (107 to 152 cm)—qgrayish brown silt

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: very poorly drained

Permeability: in the upper part—assumed to be rapid;
below 42 inches (107 cm)—moderate

Available water capacity: very high

Root-restricting features: water table

Runoff: very slow

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to water table: 0 to 12 inches (0 to 30 cm)

Hazard of flooding: frequent—April to September
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Included Areas

Contrasting inclusions:

*gravel bars and riverwash

*very gravelly soils on adjacent floodplains
*ponded areas

Major Uses
Current uses: wildlife habitat, forestry, and recreation
Major Management Factors

Soil-related factors: flooding and depth to water table
Elevation: 0 to 1000 feet (0 to 305 m)

Climatic factors (average annual):

*precipitation—21 to 65 inches (53 to 165 cm)

*air temperature—40 to 43 °F (4 to 6 °C)

*growing degree days—more than 1500

Forestry (Ashmun Soil)

Principal tree species: black cottonwood

Common forest understory plants: Sitka alder,
meadow horsetail, highbush cranberry, red-osier
dogwood, arctic starflower, sweet scented
bedstraw, and twisted-stalk

Habitat type (Viereck and Dyrness 1982): black
cottonwood/Sitka alder-highbush cranberry

Mean site index (50-year site curve) for stated species:

black cottonwood—77 (British Columbia Forest
Service 1977)

Estimated highest average production for stated
species (and source): black cottonwood—35 cubic
feet/acrelyear at 60 years (British Columbia Forest
Service 1977)

Operability considerations:

*The main physical limitations to harvesting are
frequent flooding and a high water table.

*Compaction and puddling can be expected to a slight
degree from equipment and logs that repeatedly
contact the ground.

*Displacement of the surface layer can be expected to
a severe degree from improper or repeated use of
equipment.

*Surface erosion from unprotected, bared areas can
be expected to a slight degree.

*Winter and spring snowpack may be limiting from
November to March.

Suitable harvesting practices:

*Use conventional wheeled and tracked equipment for
harvesting.
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*Install culverts or other drainage structures to improve
road utility and reduce the cost of road
maintenance.

*Qverlay roads with gravel to support repeated, long-
term use.

*Layout skid trails carefully, properly time their use,
and use low pressure ground equipment to reduce
the hazard of soil displacement.

Silvicultural considerations:

*Frequent flooding and a high water table reduce the
survival of planted or natural seedlings.

*If seed trees are present, natural regeneration of
black cottonwood occurs readily.

*Because rooting depth is restricted by the high water
table, trees are frequently subject to windthrow
when the soil is wet and winds are strong.

*When openings are made in the canopy, invading
brushy plants, if not controlled, can prevent the
establishment of seedlings.

Suitable management practices:

*Salvage harvest blowdown promptly to reduce wood
loss to decay.

*Control unwanted, competing vegetation by
mechanical or chemical means.

Forestry (Funter Soil)
This soil does not support forestland vegetation.
Wildlife Habitat

This unit provides habitat for moose, black bear, brown
bear, beaver, bald eagles, and a variety of other
birds and mammals.

102—Ashmun-Hollow-Funter complex, 0
to 5 percent slopes

Composition

Ashmun and similar inclusions: 55 percent
Hollow and similar inclusions: 15 percent
Funter and similar inclusions: 15 percent
Contrasting inclusions: 15 percent

Characteristics of Ashmun Soil

Position on landscape: floodplains and outwash plains
Slope range: 0 to 5 percent

Slope features: plane

Organic mat on surface: 2 inches (5 cm) thick

Native vegetation: black cottonwood
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Typical profile:

*0 to 1 inch (0 to 3 cm)—very dark brown silt loam

*1 to 7 inches (3 to 18 cm)—very dark grayish brown
loamy fine sand

*7 1o 21 inches (18 to 53 cm)—very dark gray sand,
few fine prominent dark brown mottles

*21 to 60 inches (53 to 152 cm)—very dark gray sand

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: very poorly drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 1
inch (3 cm)—rapid

Available water capacity: moderate

Root-restricting features: water table

Runoff: slow

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to high water table: 0 to 18 inches (0 to 46 cm)

Hazard of flooding: frequent—April to September

Characteristics of Hollow Soil

Position on landscape: floodplains and outwash plains
Slope range: 0 to 5 percent

Slope features: plane

Organic mat on surface: 1 inch (3 cm) thick

Native vegetation: black cottonwood

Typical profile:

*0 to 1 inch (0 to 3 cm)—dark brown gravelly sandy
loam

*1 to 16 inches (3 to 41 cm)—dark grayish brown very
gravelly sand stratified with thin lenses of silt

*16 to 60 inches (41 to 152 cm)—dark grayish brown
extremely gravelly sand stratified with thin lenses of
silt

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: somewhat poorly drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 1
inch (3 cm)—rapid

Available water capacity: very low

Root-restricting features: water table

Runoff: slow

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to water table: in May through August—18 to 30
inches (46 to 76 cm); rest of year—below 40 inches
(102 cm)

Hazard of flooding: frequent—April to September
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Characteristics of Funter Soil

Position on landscape: floodplains
Microtopography: muskegs

Slope range: 0 to 5 percent

Slope features: concave

Native vegetation: sphagnum moss

Typical profile:

*0 to 12 inches (0 to 30 cm)—light olive brown
sphagnum peat

*12 to 24 inches (30 to 61 cm)—light yellowish brown
peat

*24 10 42 inches (61 to 107 cm)—dark brown peat

*42 10 60 inches (107 to 152 cm)—qgrayish brown silt

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: very poorly drained

Permeability: in the upper part—assumed to be rapid;
below 42 inches (107 cm)—moderate

Available water capacity: very high

Root-restricting features: water table

Runoff: very slow

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to water table: 0 to 12 inches (0 to 30 cm)

Hazard of flooding: frequent—April to September

Included Areas

Contrasting inclusions:
*gravel bars and riverwash
*ponded areas

*gravel pits

Major Uses
Current uses: wildlife habitat, forestry, and recreation
Major Management Factors

Soil-related factors: flooding and depth to water table
Elevation: 0 to 1000 feet (0 to 305 m)

Climatic factors (average annual):

*precipitation—21 to 65 inches (53 to 165 cm)

*air temperature—40 to 43 °F (4 to 6 °C)

*growing degree days—more than 1500

Forestry (Ashmun Soil)

Principal tree species: black cottonwood

Common forest understory plants: Sitka alder,
meadow horsetail, highbush cranberry, red-osier
dogwood, arctic starflower, sweet scented
bedstraw, and twisted-stalk

Habitat type (Viereck and Dyrness 1982): black

Soil Survey



cottonwood/Sitka alder-highbush cranberry

Mean site index (50-year site curve) for stated species:

black cottonwood—77 (British Columbia Forest
Service 1977)

Estimated highest average production for stated
species (and source): black cottonwood—35 cubic
feet/acrelyear at 60 years (British Columbia Forest
Service 1977)

Operability considerations:

*The main physical limitations to harvesting are
frequent flooding and a high water table.

*Compaction and puddling can be expected to a slight
degree from equipment and logs that repeatedly
contact the ground.

*Displacement of the surface layer can be expected to
a severe degree from improper or repeated use of
equipment.

*Surface erosion from unprotected, bared areas can
be expected to a slight degree.

*Winter and spring snowpack may be limiting from
November to March.

Suitable harvesting practices:

*Use conventional wheeled and tracked equipment for
harvesting.

*Install culverts or other drainage structures to improve
road utility and reduce the cost of road
maintenance.

*Qverlay roads with gravel to support repeated, long-
term use.

*Layout skid trails carefully, properly time their use,
and use low pressure ground equipment to reduce
the hazard of soil displacement.

Silvicultural considerations:

*Frequent flooding and a high water table reduce the
survival of planted or natural seedlings.

*If seed trees are present, natural regeneration of
black cottonwood occurs readily.

*Because rooting depth is restricted by the high water
table, trees are frequently subject to windthrow
when the soil is wet and winds are strong.

*When openings are made in the canopy, invading
brushy plants, if not controlled, can prevent the
establishment of seedlings.

Suitable management practices:
*Salvage harvest blowdown promptly to reduce wood
loss to decay.
*Control unwanted, competing vegetation by
mechanical or chemical means.
Forestry (Hollow Soil)

Principal tree species: black cottonwood

Haines Area, Alaska

Tree species of limited extent: Sitka spruce

Common forest understory plants: Sitka alder, one-
sided wintergreen, liver-leaf wintergreen, highbush
cranberry, bluntseed sweetroot, red-osier
dogwood, horsetail, and sweet-scented bedstraw

Habitat types (Viereck and Dyrness 1982): black
cottonwood/Sitka alder-highbush cranberry

Mean site index (50-year site curve) for stated species:
black cottonwood—73 (British Columbia Forest
Service 1977)

Estimated highest average production for stated
species (and source): black cottonwood—35 cubic
feet/acrelyear at age 60 (British Columbia Forest
Service 1977)

Operability considerations:

*The main physical limitations to harvesting are
frequent flooding and a seasonal high water table.

*Compaction and puddling can be expected to a slight
degree from equipment and logs that repeatedly
contact the ground.

*Displacement of the surface layer can be expected to
a severe degree from improper or repeated use of
equipment.

*Surface erosion from unprotected, bared areas can
be expected to a slight degree.

*Winter and spring snowpack may be limiting from
November to March.

Suitable harvesting practices:

*Use conventional wheeled and tracked equipment for
harvesting.

*Install culverts or other drainage structures to improve
road utility and reduce the cost of road
maintenance.

*Qverlay roads with gravel to support repeated, long-
term use.

*Layout skid trails carefully, properly time their use,
and use low pressure ground equipment to reduce
the hazard of soil displacement.

Silvicultural considerations:

*Frequent flooding and a high water table reduce the
survival of planted or natural seedlings.

*If seed trees are present, natural regeneration of
black cottonwood occurs readily.

*Because rooting depth is restricted by the periodic
high water table, trees are occasionally subject to
windthrow when the soil is wet and winds are
strong.

*When openings are made in the canopy, invading
brushy plants, if not controlled, can prevent the
establishment of seedlings.

Suitable management practices:
*Salvage harvest blowdown promptly to reduce wood
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loss to decay.
*Control unwanted, competing vegetation by
mechanical or chemical means.

Forestry (Funter Soil)
This soil does not support forestland vegetation.
Wildlife Habitat

This unit provides habitat for moose, black bear, brown
bear, beaver, bald eagles, and a variety of other
birds and mammals.

103—Beaches
Position on landscape: shores

This map unit consists of non-vegetated or sparsely
vegetated areas between the high tide line and the
forest vegetation. The material consists of
unsorted clay, silt, sand, gravel, cobble, and
stones. Slope ranges from 0 to 5 percent.

104—Chilkoot-Chilkoot, moderately wet
association, 0 to 5 percent slopes

Composition

Chilkoot and similar inclusions: 45 percent

Chilkoot, moderately wet, and similar inclusions: 40
percent

Contrasting inclusions: 15 percent

Characteristics of Chilkoot Soil

Position on landscape: floodplains

Slope range: 0 to 5 percent

Slope features: plane

Organic mat on surface: 3 inches (8 cm) thick
Native vegetation: sedges and willows

Typical profile:

*0 to 5 inches (0 to 13 cm)—olive gray silt

*5 to 60 inches (13 to 152 cm)—olive gray and dark
gray loamy fine sand

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152

cm)
Drainage class: very poorly drained
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Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 5
inches (13 cm)—rapid

Available water capacity: moderate

Root-restricting features: water table

Runoff: slow

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to water table: 0 to 12 inches (0 to 30 cm)

Hazard of flooding: frequent—April to September

Characteristics of Chilkoot, moderately wet
soil

Position on landscape: floodplains

Slope range: 0 to 5 percent

Slope features: plane

Organic mat on surface: 3 inches (8 cm) thick
Native vegetation: Sitka spruce

Typical profile:

*0 to 5 inches (0 to 13 cm)—olive gray silt

*5 to 60 inches (13 to 152 cm)—olive gray and dark
gray loamy fine sand

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: poorly drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 5
inches (13 cm)—rapid

Available water capacity: moderate

Root-restricting features: water table

Runoff: slow

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to water table: in May through August—12 to 24
inches (30 to 61 cm); rest of year—24 to 40 inches
(61 to 102 cm)

Hazard of flooding: frequent—April to September

Included Areas
Contrasting inclusions:
*gravel bars and riverwash
*very gravelly soils on adjacent floodplains
*ponded areas
Major Uses
Current uses: wildlife habitat, forestry, and recreation

Major Management Factors

Soil-related factors: flooding and depth to water table
Elevation: 0 to 800 feet (0 to 244 m)
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Climatic factors (average annual):
*precipitation—55 to 65 inches (140 to 165 cm)
*air temperature—40 to 43 °F (4 to 6 °C)
*growing degree days—more than 1500

Forestry (Chilkoot Soil)
This soil does not support forestland vegetation.
Forestry (Chilkoot, moderately wet soil)

Principal tree species: Sitka spruce

Tree species of limited extent: black cottonwood and
western hemlock

Common forest understory plants: devil's club, early
blueberry, highbush cranberry, five-leaf bramble,
pyrola, twisted-stalk, meadow horsetail, rusty
menziesia, and bunchberry dogwood

Habitat types (Viereck and Dyrness 1982): Sitka
spruce/early blueberry-highbush cranberry/moss
and Sitka spruce/devil's club-rusty menziesia/moss

Mean site index (100-year site curve) for stated
species (and source): Sitka spruce—90 (Meyer
1937) and 93 (Taylor 1934)

Estimated highest average production for stated
species (and source): Sitka spruce—105 cubic
feet/acre/year at age 70 (Meyer 1937) and 95 cubic
feet/acre/year at age 70 (Taylor 1934)

Operability considerations:

*The main physical limitation to harvesting is frequent
flooding.

*Compaction and puddling can be expected to a slight
degree from equipment and logs that repeatedly
contact the ground.

*Surface erosion from unprotected, bared areas can
be expected to a slight degree.

*Winter and spring snowpack may be limiting from
November to March.

Suitable harvesting practices:

*Use conventional wheeled and tracked equipment for
harvesting.

*Install culverts or other drainage structures to improve
road utility and reduce the cost of road
maintenance.

*Qverlay roads with gravel to support repeated, long-
term use.

Silvicultural considerations:

*Frequent flooding reduces the survival of planted or
naturally established seedlings.

*If seed trees are present, natural regeneration of
Sitka spruce, black cottonwood and western
hemlock occurs readily.

Haines Area, Alaska

*Because rooting depth is restricted by the seasonal
water table, trees are frequently subject to
windthrow when the soil is wet and winds are
strong.

*When openings are made in the canopy, invading
brushy plants, if not controlled, can prevent the
establishment of seedlings.

Suitable management practices:

*Reforest by planting Sitka spruce and western
hemlock seedlings from adapted parent stock.

*Replace mortality to fully occupy the site.

*Salvage harvest blowdown promptly to reduce wood
loss to decay.

*Control unwanted, competing vegetation by
mechanical or chemical means.

*Maintain high growth rates, provide periodic income,
and develop more windfirm trees through
precommercial and subsequent thinning of
established stands of saplings.

Wildlife Habitat

This unit provides habitat for moose, black bear, brown
bear, beaver, bald eagles, and a variety of other
birds and mammals.

105—Cryorthents, 20 to 180 percent
slopes

Composition

Cryorthents: 75 percent
Included soils: 25 percent

Characteristics of Cryorthents

Position on landscape: mountainsides

Microtopography: avalanche chutes

Slope range: 20 to 180 percent

Slope features: steep to extremely steep

Organic mat on surface: 2 inches (5 cm) thick

Native vegetation: Sitka alder, western hemlock,
cottonwood, lodgepole pine, Sitka spruce, and
birch

Sample profile:

*0 to 5 inches (0 to 13 cm)—very dark gray gravelly silt
loam

*5 to 12 inches (13 to 30 cm)—dark brown and dark
grayish brown coarse sandy loam

*12 inches (30 cm)—fractured metamorphic rock
grading into consolidated bedrock
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Depth class: very shallow to very deep—7 to more
than 60 inches (18 to more than 152 cm) over
bedrock

Drainage class: moderately well to well drained

Permeability: moderate to moderately rapid

Available water capacity: very low to moderate

Root-restricting features: bedrock

Runoff: rapid to very rapid

Hazard of erosion: severe

Included Soils

Included are soils with properties that vary widely over
short distances. These include very shallow to
deep, poorly drained to well drained soils on
mountainsides, footslopes, and low-lying areas
bordering mountain sideslopes. They formed in
residuum and colluvium from metamorphic rock
and granite, with an admixture of sphagnum moss,
glacial till, and loess.

Major Uses
Current uses: wildlife habitat and recreation
Major Management Factors

Soil-related factors: slope and depth to bedrock
Elevation: 0 to 4000 feet (0 to 1219 m)

Climatic factors (average annual):
*precipitation—21 to 200 inches (53 to 508 cm)
*air temperature—40 to 43 °F (4 to 6 °C)
*growing degree days—more than 1500

Wildlife Habitat

This unit provides habitat for moose, black bear, brown
bear, porcupine, wolf, and a variety of other birds
and mammals.

106—Ferebee-Rock outcrop complex, 5 to
90 percent slopes

Composition

Ferebee and similar inclusions: 50 percent
Rock outcrop: 40 percent
Contrasting inclusions: 10 percent

Characteristics of Ferebee Soil

Position on landscape: mountainsides and
mountaintops

Slope range: 5 to 90 percent

Slope features: plane to extremely steep
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Organic mat on surface: 2 inches (5 cm) thick

Native vegetation: ericaceous shrubs, mosses, and
lichens

Rock fragments on surface: 20 percent gravel

Typical profile:

*0 to 3 inches (0 to 8 cm)—black gravelly silt loam

*3 to 8 inches (8 to 20 cm)—very dark brown very
cobbly silt loam

*8 to 12 inches (20 to 30 cm)—dark brown extremely
cobbly silt loam

*12 inches (30 cm)—fractured metamorphic rock
grading into consolidated bedrock

Depth class: very shallow to shallow—7 to 14 inches
(18 to 36 cm) over bedrock

Drainage class: well drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 3
inches (8 cm)—moderately rapid

Available water capacity: very low

Root-restricting features: bedrock

Runoff: medium to very rapid

Hazard of erosion: severe

Characteristics of Rock Outcrop

Rock outcrop consists of areas of exposed
metamorphic rock and granite.

Included Areas

*soils in depressions that are poorly drained
*steep-walled V-notch drainages
*avalanche chutes

*ice and snow

Major Uses
Current uses: recreation and wildlife habitat
Major Management Factors

Soil-related factors: rock outcroppings, slope, and
depth to bedrock

Elevation: 2800 to 4500 feet (853 to 1372 m)

Climatic factors (average annual):

*precipitation—120 to more than 300 inches (305 to
more than 762 cm)

*air temperature—33 to 35 °F (1 to 2 °C)

*growing degree days—Iless than 300

Wildlife Habitat
This unit provides habitat for moose, black bear, brown

bear, mountain goat, and a variety of other birds
and mammals.
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107—Foad-Kupreanof complex, 70 to 100
percent slopes

Composition

Foad and similar inclusions: 55 percent
Kupreanof and similar inclusions: 30 percent
Contrasting inclusions: 15 percent

Characteristics of Foad Soil

Position on landscape: mountainsides

Slope range: 70 to 100 percent

Slope features: extremely steep

Organic mat on surface: 6 inches (15 cm) thick
Native vegetation: Sitka spruce and western hemlock

Typical profile:

*0 to 3 inches (0 to 8 cm)—very dark grayish brown silt
loam

*3 to 5 inches (8 to 13 cm)—dark reddish brown very
cobbly silt loam

*5 to 30 inches (13 to 76 cm)—reddish brown
extremely cobbly silt loam

*30 inches (76 cm)—fractured schist over consolidated
schist

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: moderately deep—20 to 40 inches (51 to
102 cm) over bedrock

Drainage class: well drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 3
inches (8 cm)—moderately rapid

Available water capacity: very low

Root-restricting features: bedrock

Runoff: very rapid

Hazard of erosion: severe

Characteristics of Kupreanof Soil

Position on landscape: moraines and mountainsides
Slope range: 70 to 100 percent

Slope features: extremely steep

Organic mat on surface: 3 inches (8 cm) thick

Native vegetation: Sitka spruce and western hemlock

Typical profile:

*0 to 1 inch (0 to 3 cm)—dark reddish brown silt loam

*1 to 7 inches (3 to 18 cm)—dark brown gravelly sandy
loam

*7 10 9 inches (18 to 23 cm)—dark yellowish brown
gravelly sandy loam

*9 to 60 inches (23 to 152 cm)—very dark grayish
brown very gravelly sandy loam

Haines Area, Alaska

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: well drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 9
inches (23 cm)—moderately rapid

Available water capacity: low

Runoff: very rapid

Hazard of erosion: severe

Included Areas

Contrasting inclusions:

*soils that have slopes of more than 100 percent
*soils in depressions that are poorly drained
*steep-walled V-notch drainages

*avalanche chutes

*rock outcroppings

Major Uses
Current uses: forestry, wildlife habitat, and recreation
Major Management Factors

Soil-related factors: depth to bedrock and slope
Elevation: 0 to 2800 feet (0 to 853 m)

Climatic factors (average annual):
*precipitation—21 to 65 inches (53 to 165 cm)
*air temperature—40 to 43 °F (4 to 6 °C)
*growing degree days—more than 1500

Forestry (Foad Soil)

Principal tree species: western hemlock and Sitka
spruce

Common forest understory plants: devil's club, early
blueberry, bunchberry dogwood, rusty menziesia,
one-sided wintergreen, highbush cranberry, red-
osier dogwood, five-leaf bramble, liver-leaf
wintergreen, twisted-stalk, trifoliate foam flower,
prickly currant, nagoonberry, and spinulose shield-
fern

Habitat types (Viereck and Dyrness 1982): western
hemlock/devil's club-rusty menziesia and Sitka
spruce-western hemlock/devil's club- rusty
menziesia

Mean site index (100-year site curve) for stated
species (and source): western hemlock—90
(Barnes 1962); Sitka spruce—90 (Meyer 1937) and
89 (Taylor 1934)

Estimated highest average production for stated
species (and source): western hemlock—105 cubic
feet/acre/year at age 60 (Barnes 1962); Sitka
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spruce—104 cubic feet/acre/year at age 70 (Meyer
1937) and 98 cubic feet/acre/year at age 70 (Taylor
1934)

Operability considerations:

*The main physical limitation to harvesting is steep
slopes.

*Compaction and puddling can be expected to a
severe degree from equipment and logs that
repeatedly contact the ground.

*Displacement of the surface layer can be expected to
a moderate degree from improper or repeated use
of equipment.

*Surface erosion from unprotected, bared areas can
be expected to a severe degree.

*Winter and spring snowpack may be limiting from
November to March.

Suitable harvesting practices:

*Use cable yarding systems for harvesting. Systems
that fully or partially suspend logs off the ground
are less damaging to the soil.

*Install water bars, culverts, or other drainage
structures to reduce erosion and decrease the cost
of road maintenance.

*Qverlay roads with gravel to support repeated, long-
term use.

*Establish plant cover on disturbed road cut and fill
slopes, landings, skid trails, and firebreaks to
reduce the risk of erosion.

Silvicultural considerations:

*If seed trees are present, natural regeneration of
western hemlock and Sitka spruce occurs readily.

*Because rooting depth is restricted by bedrock, trees
are occasionally subject to windthrow when the soil
is wet and winds are strong.

*When openings are made in the canopy, invading
brushy plants, if not controlled, can delay the
establishment of seedlings.

Suitable management practices:

*Reforest by planting Sitka spruce and western
hemlock seedlings from adapted parent stock.
*Salvage harvest blowdown promptly to reduce wood

loss to decay.

*Control unwanted, competing vegetation by
mechanical or chemical means.

*Maintain high growth rates, provide periodic income,
and develop more windfirm trees through
precommercial and subsequent thinning of
established stands of saplings.

Forestry (Kupreanof Soil)

Principal tree species: western hemlock and Sitka
spruce
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Tree species of limited extent: paper birch

Common forest understory plants: bunchberry
dogwood, one-sided wintergreen, liver-leaf
wintergreen, devil's club, trifoliate foam flower, five-
leaf bramble, oakfern, early blueberry, rattlesnake
plantain, highbush cranberry, spinulose shield-fern,
and twisted-stalk

Habitat types (Viereck and Dyrness 1982): Sitka
spruce/early blueberry-highbush cranberry/moss,
Sitka-spruce/Sitka alder-highbush cranberry,
western hemlock/devil's club-rusty menziesia, and
western hemlock/early blueberry-rusty menziesia

Mean site index (100-year site curve) for stated
species (and source): western hemlock—93
(Barnes 1962); Sitka spruce—92 (Meyer 1937) and
94 (Taylor 1934)

Estimated highest average production for stated
species (and source): western hemlock—112 cubic
feet/acre/year/at age 87 (Barnes 1962); Sitka
spruce—93 cubic feet/acre/year at age 70 (Meyer
1937) and 96 cubic feet/acre/year at age 70 (Taylor
1934)

Operability considerations:

*The main physical limitation to harvesting is steep
slopes.

*Compaction and puddling can be expected to a
severe degree from equipment and logs that
repeatedly contact the ground.

*Displacement of the surface layer can be expected to
a moderate degree from improper or repeated use
of equipment.

*Surface erosion from unprotected, bared areas can
be expected to a severe degree.

*Winter and spring snowpack may be limiting from
November to March.

Suitable harvesting practices:

*Use cable yarding systems for harvesting. Systems
that fully or partially suspend logs off the ground
are less damaging to the soil.

*Install water bars, culverts, or other drainage
structures to reduce erosion and decrease the cost
of road maintenance.

*Qverlay roads with gravel to support repeated, long-
term use.

*Establish plant cover on disturbed road cut and fill
slopes, landings, skid trails, and firebreaks to
reduce the risk of erosion.

Silvicultural considerations:

*If seed trees are present, natural regeneration of
western hemlock and Sitka spruce occurs readily.

*When openings are made in the canopy, invading
brushy plants, if not controlled, can delay the
establishment of seedlings.
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Suitable management practices:

*Reforest by planting Sitka spruce and western
hemlock seedlings from adapted parent stock.
*Maintain high growth rates, provide periodic income,

and develop more windfirm trees through
precommercial and subsequent thinning of
established stands of saplings.

Wildlife Habitat

This unit provides habitat for moose, black bear, brown
bear, porcupine, wolf, and a variety of other birds
and mammals.

108—Funter peat, 0 to 5 percent slopes
Composition

Funter and similar inclusions: 90 percent
Contrasting inclusions: 10 percent

Characteristics of Funter Soil

Position on landscape: floodplains and terraces
Microtopography: muskegs

Slope range: 0 to 5 percent

Slope features: concave

Native vegetation: sphagnum moss

Typical profile:

*0 to 12 inches (0 to 30 cm)—light olive brown
sphagnum peat

*12 to 24 inches (30 to 61 cm)—light yellowish brown
peat

*24 to 42 inches (61 to 107 cm)—dark brown peat

*42 to 60 inches (107 to 152 cm)—grayish brown silt

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: very poorly drained

Permeability: in the upper part—assumed to be rapid;
below 42 inches (107 cm)—moderate

Available water capacity: very high

Root-restricting features: water table

Runoff: very slow

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to water table: 0 to 12 inches (0 to 30 cm)

Hazard of flooding: frequent—April to September

Included Areas
Contrasting inclusions:

*ponded areas

Haines Area, Alaska

*soils in muskegs that do not have a mineral
substratum within 51 inches (130 cm)

*gravel bars and riverwash

*very gravelly soils on adjacent slopes

Major Uses
Current uses: wildlife habitat and recreation
Major Management Factors

Soil-related factors: flooding and depth to water table
Elevation: 0 to 1000 feet (0 to 305 m)

Climatic factors (average annual):

*precipitation—21 to 65 inches (53 to 165 cm)

*air temperature—40 to 43 °F (4 to 6 °C)

*growing degree days—more than 1500

Wildlife Habitat

This unit provides habitat for moose, black bear, brown
bear, beaver, bald eagles, and a variety of other
birds and mammals.

109—Histic Cryaquepts, 0 to 20 percent
slopes

Composition

Histic Cryaquepts: 75 percent
Included soils: 25 percent

Characteristics of Histic Cryaquepts

Position on landscape: mountainsides and outwash
plains

Microtopography: low-lying areas, muskegs, and
depressions

Slope range: 0 to 20 percent

Slope features: concave

Organic mat on surface: 9 inches (23 cm) thick

Native vegetation: Sitka spruce, western hemlock,
black cottonwood, and lodgepole pine

Sample profile:

*9 to 5 inches (23 to 13 cm)—decomposed moss,
roots, and forest litter

*5 inches to 0 (13 cm to 0)—partially decomposed
roots and moss

*0 to 4 inches (0 to 10 cm)—black mucky silt loam

*4 10 10 inches (10 to 25 cm)—dark grayish brown and
very dark gray gravelly silt loam

*10 to 60 inches (25 to 152 cm)—dark grayish brown
and light yellowish brown very cobbly silt loam
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Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: moderately deep to very deep—20 to
more than 60 inches (51 to more than 152 cm) over
bedrock

Drainage class: very poorly to poorly drained

Permeability: moderately slow to moderately rapid

Available water capacity: low to high

Root-restricting features: water table and bedrock

Runoff: slow to medium

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to water table: 0 to 20 inches (0 to 51 cm)

Included Soils

Included are soils with properties that vary widely over
short distances. These include shallow to very
deep, well drained soils on adjacent mountain
sideslopes. They formed in residuum and
colluvium from metamorphic rock and granite along
with an admixture of organic deposits.

Major Uses

Current uses: wildlife habitat, recreation, forestry, and
urban uses

Major Management Factors

Soil-related factors: depth to bedrock and depth to
water table

Elevation: 0 to 2800 feet (0 to 853 m)

Climatic factors (average annual):

*precipitation—21 to 65 inches (53 to 165 cm)

*air temperature—40 to 43 °F (4 to 6 °C)

*growing degree days—more than 1500

Forestry

Principal tree species: Sitka spruce, western hemlock,
lodgepole pine, and black cottonwood

Operability considerations:

*Tree species and associated production are highly
variable depending on physiographic conditions.

*The main physical limitation to harvesting is a high
water table.

Wildlife Habitat
This unit provides habitat for moose, black bear, brown

bear, porcupine, wolf, and a variety of other birds
and mammals.
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Urban Uses

Some areas of this map unit are used for homesite
development. The main limitations are wetness
and steepness of slope. An on-site investigation is
required to determine suitability for development.

110—Hollow and Skagway soils, 0 to 5
percent slopes

Composition

Hollow, Skagway, and similar inclusions: 85 percent
Contrasting inclusions: 15 percent

Characteristics of Hollow Soil

Position on landscape: floodplains and outwash plains
Slope range: 0 to 5 percent

Slope features: plane

Organic mat on surface: 1 inch (3 cm) thick

Native vegetation: black cottonwood

Typical profile:

*0 to 1 inch (0 to 3 cm)—dark brown gravelly sandy
loam

*1 to 16 inches (3 to 41 cm)—dark grayish brown very
gravelly sand stratified with thin lenses of silt

*16 to 60 inches (41 to 152 cm)—dark grayish brown
extremely gravelly sand stratified with thin lenses of
silt

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: somewhat poorly drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 1
inch (3 cm)—rapid

Available water capacity: very low

Root-restricting features: water table

Runoff: slow

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to water table: in May through August—18 to 30
inches (46 to 76 cm); rest of year—below 40 inches
(102 cm)

Hazard of flooding: frequent—April to September

Characteristics of Skagway Soil

Position on landscape: floodplains and outwash plains
Slope range: 0 to 5 percent
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Slope features: plane
Organic mat on surface: 4 inches (10 cm) thick
Native vegetation: black cottonwood

Typical profile:

*0 to 2 inches (0 to 5 cm)—dark brown fine sandy
loam

*2 to 17 inches (5 to 43 cm)—dark grayish brown and
yellowish brown loamy fine sand

*17 to 60 inches (43 to 152 cm)—dark grayish brown
loamy fine sand

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: somewhat poorly drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 2
inches (5 cm)—rapid

Available water capacity: very low

Root-restricting features: water table

Runoff: slow

Hazard of erosion: slight

Depth to water table: in May through August—18 to 30
inches (46 to 76 cm); rest of year—below 40 inches
(102 cm)

Hazard of flooding: frequent—April to September

Included Areas

Contrasting inclusions:

*poorly drained organic soils in muskegs
*gravel bars and riverwash

*ponded areas

*gravel pits

Major Uses
Current uses: wildlife habitat, forestry, and recreation
Major Management Factors
Soil-related factors: flooding and depth to water table
Elevation: 0 to 1000 feet (0 to 305 m)
Climatic factors (average annual):
*precipitation—21 to 65 inches (53 to 165 cm)
*air temperature—40 to 43 °F (4 to 6 °C)
*growing degree days—more than 1500

Forestry

Principal tree species: black cottonwood
Tree species of limited extent: Sitka spruce

Haines Area, Alaska

Common forest understory plants: Sitka alder, one-
sided wintergreen, liver-leaf wintergreen, highbush
cranberry, bluntseed sweetroot, red-osier
dogwood, horsetail, and sweet-scented bedstraw

Habitat types (Viereck and Dyrness 1982): black
cottonwood/Sitka alder-highbush cranberry

Mean site index (50-year site curve) for stated species:
Hollow—black cottonwood—73 (British Columbia
Forest Service 1977); Skagway—black
cottonwood—380 (British Columbia Forest Service
1977)

Estimated highest average production for stated
species (and source): black cottonwood—35 cubic
feet/acrelyear at age 60 (British Columbia Forest
Service 1977)

Operability considerations:

*The main physical limitations to harvesting are
frequent flooding and a seasonal high water table.

*Compaction and puddling can be expected to a slight
degree from equipment and logs that repeatedly
contact the ground.

*Displacement of the surface layer can be expected to
a severe degree from improper or repeated use of
equipment.

*Surface erosion from unprotected, bared areas can
be expected to a slight degree.

*Winter and spring snowpack may be limiting from
November to March.

Suitable harvesting practices:

*Use conventional wheeled and tracked equipment for
harvesting.

*Install culverts or other drainage structures to improve
road utility and reduce the cost of road
maintenance.

*Qverlay roads with gravel to support repeated, long-
term use.

*Layout skid trails carefully, properly time their use,
and use low pressure ground equipment to reduce
the hazard of soil displacement.

Silvicultural considerations:

*Frequent flooding and a seasonal high water table
reduce the survival of planted or naturally
established seedlings.

*If seed trees are present, natural regeneration of
black cottonwood occurs readily.

*Because rooting depth is restricted by the periodic
high water table, trees are occasionally subject to
windthrow when the soil is wet and winds are
strong.

*When openings are made in the canopy, invading
brushy plants, if not controlled, can prevent the
establishment of seedlings.
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Suitable management practices:

*Salvage harvest blowdown promptly to reduce wood
loss to decay.

*Control unwanted, competing vegetation by
mechanical or chemical means.

Wildlife Habitat

This unit provides habitat for moose, black bear, brown

bear, beaver, bald eagles, and a variety of other
birds and mammals.

111—KTrubate gravelly sandy loam, 5 to 20
percent slopes, extremely stony

Composition

Krubate and similar inclusions: 85 percent
Contrasting inclusions: 15 percent

Characteristics of Krubate Soil

Position on landscape: outwash plains

Slope range: 5 to 20 percent

Slope features: sloping to steep

Native vegetation: Sitka spruce and western hemlock
Organic mat on surface: 1 inch (3 cm) thick

Rock fragments on surface: 5 percent stones

Typical profile:

*0 to 3 inches (0 to 8 cm)—gray gravelly sandy loam

*3 to 5 inches (8 to 13 cm)—brown very gravelly
coarse sandy loam

*5 10 11 inches (13 to 28 cm)—reddish brown very
gravelly loamy coarse sand

*11 to 16 inches (28 to 41 cm)—reddish brown and
strong brown very gravelly loamy coarse sand

*16 to 24 inches (14 to 61 cm)—dark brown and strong

brown very gravelly loamy coarse sand
*24 10 60 inches (61 to 152 cm)—dark brown and dark
grayish brown very gravelly loamy coarse sand

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: well drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 5
inches (13 cm)—moderately rapid

Available water capacity: low

Runoff: medium

Hazard of erosion: slight
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Included Areas

Contrasting inclusions:

*soils on adjacent slopes that have more than 5
percent stones on the surface

*soils that have slopes of more than 20 percent

*soils in depressions that are poorly drained

*gravel pits

Major Uses

Current uses: wildlife habitat, recreation, forestry, and
urban uses

Major Management Factors

Soil-related factors: stones on the surface
Elevation: 0 to 800 feet (0 to 244 m)

Climatic factors (average annual):
*precipitation—55 to 65 inches (140 to 165 cm)
*air temperature—40 to 43 °F (4 to 6 °C)
*growing degree days—more than 1500

Forestry (Krubate Soil)

Principal tree species: Sitka spruce and western
hemlock

Tree species of limited extent: paper birch

Common forest understory plants: devil's club,
oakfern, rattlesnake plantain, bunchberry dogwood,
early blueberry, single delight, highbush cranberry,
rusty menziesia, one-sided wintergreen, twisted-
stalk, bristly black currant, and alpine ladyfern

Habitat types (Viereck and Dyrness 1982): Sitka
spruce-western hemlock/early blueberry-highbush
cranberry/moss

Mean site index (100-year site curve) for stated
species (and source): western hemlock—79
(Barnes 1962); Sitka spruce—98 (Meyer 1937) and
102 (Taylor 1934)

Estimated highest average production for stated
species (and source): western hemlock—85 cubic
feet/acre/year at age 60 (Barnes 1962); Sitka
spruce—117 cubic feet/acre/year at age 70 (Meyer
1937) and 118 cubic feet/acre/year at age 70
(Taylor 1934)

Operability considerations:

*Surface stones hinder harvesting operations.

*The main physical limitation to harvesting is soil
wetness in spring.

*Compaction and puddling can be expected to a slight
degree from equipment and logs that repeatedly
contact the ground.
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*Displacement of the surface layer can be expected to
a slight degree from improper or repeated use of
equipment.

*Surface erosion from unprotected, bared areas can
be expected to a slight degree.

*Winter and spring snowpack may be limiting from
November to March.

Suitable harvesting practices:

*Use conventional wheeled and tracked equipment for
harvesting.

*Install water bars, culverts, or other drainage
structures to reduce erosion and decrease the cost
of road maintenance.

*Qverlay roads with gravel to support repeated, long-
term use.

Silvicultural considerations:

*If seed trees are present, natural regeneration of
Sitka spruce and western hemlock occurs
periodically.

Suitable management practices:

*Reforest by planting Sitka spruce and western
hemlock seedlings from adapted parent stock.
*Maintain high growth rates, provide periodic income,

and develop more windfirm trees through
precommercial and subsequent thinning of
established stands of saplings.

Wildlife Habitat
This unit provides habitat for moose, black bear, brown
bear, porcupine, wolf, and a variety of other birds
and mammals.
Urban Uses
Some areas of this map unit are used for homesite
development. Slopes greater than 15 percent

present a severe limitation. An on-site investigation
is required to determine suitability for development.

112—Krubate gravelly sandy loam, 20 to
40 percent slopes, extremely stony

Composition

Krubate and similar inclusions: 85 percent
Contrasting inclusions: 15 percent

Characteristics of Krubate Soil

Position on landscape: outwash plains
Slope range: 20 to 40 percent

Haines Area, Alaska

Slope features: steep

Native vegetation: Sitka spruce and western hemlock
Organic mat on surface: 1 inch (3 cm) thick

Rock fragments on surface: 5 percent stones

Typical profile:

*0 to 3 inches (0 to 8 cm)—gray gravelly sandy loam

*3 to 5 inches (8 to 13 cm)—brown very gravelly
coarse sandy loam

*5 10 11 inches (13 to 28 cm)—reddish brown very
gravelly loamy coarse sand

*11 to 16 inches (28 to 41 cm)—reddish brown and
strong brown very gravelly loamy coarse sand

*16 to 24 inches (41 to 61 cm)—dark brown and strong
brown very gravelly loamy coarse sand

*24 10 60 inches (61 to 152 cm)—dark brown and dark
grayish brown very gravelly loamy coarse sand

Windthrow has resulted in mixing and churning of
horizons in many profiles.

Depth class: very deep—more than 60 inches (152
cm)

Drainage class: well drained

Permeability: in the upper part—moderate; below 5
inches (13 cm)—moderately rapid

Available water capacity: low

Runoff: rapid

Hazard of erosion: slight

Included Areas

Contrasting inclusions:

*soils on adjacent slopes that have more than 5
percent stones on the surface

*soils that have slopes of more than 40 percent

*soils in depressions that are poorly drained

*gravel pits

Major Uses

Current uses: wildlife habitat, recreation, forestry, and
urban uses

Major Management Factors

Soil-related factors: stones on the surface and slope
Elevation: 0 to 800 feet (0 to 244 m)

Climatic factors (average annual):
*precipitation—55 to 65 inches (140 to 165 cm)

*air temperature—40 to 43 °F (4 to 6 °C)

*growing degree days—more than 1500

Forestry (Krubate Soil)

Principal tree species: Sitka spruce and western
hemlock
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Tree species of limited extent: paper birch

Common forest understory plants: devil’s club,
oakfern, rattlesnake plantain, bunchberry dogwood,
early blueberry, single delight, highbush cranberry,
rusty menziesia, one-sided wintergreen, twisted-
stalk, bristly black currant, and alpine ladyfern

Habitat types (Viereck and Dyrness 1982): Sitka
spruce-western hemlock/early blueberry-highbush
cranberry/moss

Mean site index (100-year site curve) for stated
species (and source): western hemlock—79
(Barnes 1962); Sitka spruce—98 (Meyer 1937) and
102 (Taylor 1934)

Estimated highest average production for stated
species (and source): western hemlock—85 cubic
feet/acre/year at age 60 (Barnes 1962); Sitka
spruce—117 cubic feet/acre/year at age 70 (Meyer
1937) and 118 cubic feet/acre/year at age 70
(Taylor 1934)

Operability considerations:

*The main physical limitations to harvesting are steep
slopes and wet soils in spring.

*Surface stones hinder harvesting operations.
*Compaction and puddling can be expected to a slight
degree from equipment and logs that repeatedly

contact the ground.

*Displacement of the surface layer can be expected to
a slight degree from improper or repeated use of
equipment.

*Surface erosion from unprotected, bared areas can
be expected to a slight degree.

*Winter and spring snowpack may be limiting from
November to March.

Suitable harvesting practices:

*Use conventional wheeled and tracked equipment for
harvesting.

*Install water bars, culverts, or other drainage
structures to reduce erosion and decrease the cost
of road maintenance.

*Qverlay roads with gravel to support repeated, long-
term use.

*Establish plant cover on disturbed road cut and fill
slopes, landings, skid trails, and firebreaks to
reduce the risk of erosion.

*Layout skid trails carefully, properly time their use,
and use low pressure ground equipment to re